WE have designed a holder for use with Seitz EK bacterial filter-pads (diameter 3 cm.) in which the filtering liquids come in contact only with pyrex glass and a disc of stainless steel. This apparatus has the advantage that toxic metals (e.g. copper) cannot be dissolved by the filtering liquids as from the ordinary metal holder from which the plating (e.g. silver or rhodium) has been worn. Also the glass filter-tubes can be cleaned with chromic-sulphuric acid mixture; this is essential in much work in bacterial nutrition where traces of active material can produce growth.
Bland-Sutton Institute, Middlesex Hospital, W. 1. (Received 8 May 1936.) WE have designed a holder for use with Seitz EK bacterial filter-pads (diameter 3 cm.) in which the filtering liquids come in contact only with pyrex glass and a disc of stainless steel. This apparatus has the advantage that toxic metals (e.g. copper) cannot be dissolved by the filtering liquids as from the ordinary metal holder from which the plating (e.g. silver or rhodium) has been worn. Also the glass filter-tubes can be cleaned with chromic-sulphuric acid mixture; this is essential in much work in bacterial nutrition where traces of active material can produce growth.
The design is shown in To assemble the apparatus, the filter-pad is placed on the supporting stainless steel disc, the pad itself acting as a gasket between the two glass parts. With the fingers the screws are tightened just enough to hold the filter-pad in place, and the whole apparatus is wrapped and autoclaved for sterilization. For use the filter is fitted aseptically in the usual way to its appropriate sterile filter-flask, the screws are screwed to finger-tightness and the apparatus is then ready.
We wish to thank Dr C. G. L. Wolf for simplifying our original design of the clamping part.
The whole apparatus or parts of it can be supplied by Messrs A. Gallenkamp & Co. Ltd., Sun Street, Finsbury Square, London, E.C. 2.
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